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REMARKS

BY

THE PRESIDENT, HIS EXCELLENCY
DR. E. D. MNANGAGWA

AT

THE COMMISSIONING OF VARSITY HEIGHTS STUDENTS’ ACCOMMODATION

CHINHOYI
04 OCTOBER 2024
Director of Ceremonies;

Vice President, Hon. Gen. (Rtd) Dr C. G. D. N. Chiwenga;

Vice President, Hon. Col. (Rtd) K. C. D. Mohadi;

Minister of Defence and Chairman of ZANU PF                  Hon. O. C. Z. Muchinguri-Kashiri;

Minister of State for Provincial Affairs and Devolution, Mashonaland West, Hon. M. Chombo;

Minister of Public Service, Labour and Social Welfare, Hon. J. Moyo;

Minister of Higher and Tertiary Education, Innovation, Science and Technological Development, Hon. Prof.           A. Murwira;

Other Honourable Ministers here present;

Chief Secretary to the President and Cabinet,                             Dr. M. Rushwaya;

Chairman of the Public Service Commission,                                 Dr. V. Hungwe;

Senior Government Officials;

Vice Chancellor, Chinhoyi University of Technology,    Prof. D. J. Simbi;

Invited Guests;

Ladies and Gentlemen.


It gives me great pleasure and pride to preside over this ceremony marking the official opening of the Chinhoyi Varsity Heights students’ accommodation and commissioning of the new administration building of Chinhoyi University of Technology. Later today, I will be officiating at the graduation of over 3 500 students, 25 of whom are PHD candidates.

I congratulate the Chinhoyi University of Technology for breaking new ground in terms of the quality of research and innovations as well as the community impact of the institution, that now extends countrywide. The timely completion of the new administration block is in sync with the work ethic that has characterised my Administration. The projects by the University will undoubtedly change the aesthetics of the City of Chinhoyi into a truly modern City. Makorokoto, Congratulations, Amhlope.

Meanwhile, the university student’s accommodation has made possible through the collaboration and support of the project lead investor; the Public Service Pension Fund and other stakeholders. I applaud you all for the unity of purpose, focus and resolve you demonstrated to see this project through. This further aligns with my Government’s pursuit of excellence in the delivery of service, and the realisation of the goals of our Heritage-Based Education 5.0 Model, the National Development Strategy and ultimately the attainment of our National Vision.

The values of hard honest work, prudent use of resources and patriotic spirit witnessed through the various projects undertaken here at CUT must be exuded across all sectors of the economy and indeed in the execution of both private and public funded projects, in our beloved motherland, Zimbabwe. Let us continue building our country step by step, forever inspired by our development philosophy.

In our journey towards Vision 2030, no one and no place is being left behind. Given the demand for student accommodation and other requirements, my Government will never tire of building a learning ecosystem that is agile, adaptable, and responsive to the needs of our young talented boys and girls. This is critically important as we continue to emphasise a knowledge-driven economy anchored by innovation, science, technology, engineering and mathematics.

In this regard, the student accommodation facility demonstrates our commitment to improving the welfare of our learners and their academic experience as well as life on campus.

The modern and new look residences will go a long way in providing a conducive learning environment for our young learners while enabling convenience, academic success, excellence, discipline, and responsible citizenship.

It is notable that the architectural designs have provided additional spaces for extra mural activities which allow for recreation and additional studies as well as other facilities that ensure the spiritual and emotional wellbeing of learners.

I commend all the stakeholders, including design and construction teams, for their professional work and infusion of green building concepts in line with the emerging importance of reducing carbon footprints.                    The incorporation of renewable energy as well as abundance of green spaces is commendable and talks to my Government’s desire that we become a nation that exercises good stewardship over our motherland.                           The quality of work confirms that we have the requisite skills and resources needed to build, modernise and industrialise our great country, Zimbabwe. Well done.

Overall, the ongoing national infrastructure projects are demonstrating the efficacy of the Whole of Government Approach, Public-Private Partnerships, collaborative planning and robust interventions in accelerating sustainable socio-economic development. Throughout the various project cycles, Government is ensuring strict adherence to the principle of value for money, as well as monitoring and evaluation.

Going forward, the synergies, partnerships and complementarity in project design and implementation, should be the norm towards greater convergence in driving national development.

It is worth noting that the youth and women, were employed during the construction of the student accommodation facility. Furthermore, several downstream companies and small and medium enterprises were engaged to provide aggregates required during construction. This resonates well with my Government’s commitment to inclusive growth, wealth creation and broad-based empowerment.

Ladies and Gentlemen;
You will recall that in 2018, Government made a deliberate and bold decision to reconfigure the Public Service Pension Fund. As a result, the Fund is fast becoming a profitable investment vehicle, which not only drives sustainable socio-economic development but also creates wealth for its contributors.

To date, the investments, initiated through the Public Service Pension Fund, are more than just buildings and infrastructure. They are tangible evidence of my Government’s commitment to availing comprehensive higher quality of life as well as dignity, comfort and security to our people.  This should also translate into increased returns to pensioners as the investment portfolio grows.

I challenge the Fund to think outside the box and rollout other projects, investments and partnerships that will further stimulate production and productivity in various sectors of the economy, including in the commercialisation of new innovations coming out of our institutions of higher learning.

The notable milestones achieved by the Fund, since its inception are applauded.

It is further pleasing to note that the Public Service Pension Fund is actively participating in other transformative projects.

These investments are a testimony of the indomitable and resilient spirit of a united people, cemented by the strong zeal to build and create a lasting legacy for future generations.

Going forward, the Fund is directed to develop commercial properties in all parts of the country, including at district and ward levels to accelerate rural industrialisation and modernisation. You must never neglect the broader national interest and your investment choice should benefit and be accessible by the majority of our citizens. Such investments, including in the financial sector, will see the Fund playing its part towards fostering economic resilience, stimulating growth and creating jobs, among other benefits. 

Through a demonstrated commitment to long-term investment, the Fund will also help attract both local and foreign capital as well as inject much-needed resources into key sectors of the economy.


Ladies and Gentlemen;
My Administration strongly values the unwavering support, determination, focus and hard work of every citizen, even in the face of challenging times induced by illegal sanctions and climate change. I urge all of us to strengthen our resolve and assume head-on, the weighty responsibility for our national progress, advancement, modernisation and industrialisation. 

In concluding, I once again congratulate the successes realised by the Public Service Pension Fund, Chinhoyi University of Technology and the 2024 Graduating Class.

I urge those students of Chinhoyi University of Technology who will be accommodated at the newly constructed ‘Varsity Heights’, together with the auxiliary staff, to be responsible stewards over this asset.

With these remarks, it is now my honour and privilege to declare the Chinhoyi Varsity Heights student accommodation and the Chinhoyi University of Technology Administration block officially opened.

God bless you.
God bless Zimbabwe.
I thank you.
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